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Rapper Stormzy is pledging to send a further 30 black students to Cambridge on scholarships 
worth £20,000 per year.

The scholarships will be funded by Stormzy’s Merky Foundation and the bank HSBC, covering 
tuition and maintenance costs for 10 new students per year, over the next three years.

This is an extension of his first scheme in 2018, when he announced he would fund the tuition of 
two students.

The Stormzy Scholarship has so far supported six black students at Cambridge.

8YTWR_^�J]UQFNSJI�\M^�MJ�XJY�ZU�YMJ�XHMTQFWXMNU�XF^NSL��Ѧ.YѣX�so important for black students, 
especially, to be aware that it can 100% be an option to attend a university of this calibre.”
-J�UWJ[NTZXQ^XFNIof YMJ�XHMTQFWXMNU�UWTLWFR��Ѧ.S�XHMTTQ�FSI�HTQQJLJ��.�MFI�YMJ�FGNQNY^�FSI�\FX�
almost destined to go to one of the top universities.

Ѧ'ZY�YMFY�didn’t MFUUJS�KTW�R^XJQKѰ�XT�MTUJKZQQ^�YMJWJѣX�FSTYMJW�^TZSL�GQFHP�XYZIJSY�TZY�YMJWJ�YMFY�
can have that opportunity through my scholarship.”

The number of black students applying to Cambridge has increased in WJHJSY�^JFWX��YMJ�NSHWJFXJ
HWJINYJIYT�F�Ѣ8YTWR_^�JKKJHYѣ��1FXY�^JFW������GQFHP�XYZIJSYX�\JWJFIRNYYJIYT�YMJ�ZSN[JWXNY^��F�WNXJ�
of around 50 per cent from the previous year.

The move is part of Cambridge’s plan to diversify its student population. Through multiple access 
UWTLWFRX�XZHM�FX�9FWLJY�4]GWNILJ�?JWT�,WF[NY^��FSI�YMJ�ZSN[JWXNY^ѣX,JY�.SXTHNFQ�RJINF�HFRUFNLS��
the university is working hard to try and attract more students from underrepresented 
backgrounds.

9MNX�FQQ�HFRJ�FKYJW�NY�\FXWJ[JFQJIYMFY�GJY\JJS������FSI�������XTRJ�colleges admitted as few as 
one black student.

8YTWR_^�UWJ[NTZXQ^FHHZXJI4]KTWI�:SN[JWXNY^�TK�WJOJHYNSL�YMJ�KZSINSL�TKKJW�KTW�GQFHP�XYZIJSYX��9MJ�
university denied this, stating they would be happy to work with Stormzy in the future.
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